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The Qur’an instructs Muslims not to associate with “Unbelievers” 
 
[Please note verses 51, and verses 65-69.  Are those who follow the Gospel “just” or “unjust”?] 

  
41. O Messenger. let not those grieve thee, who race each other into unbelief: (whether it be) among those 
who say "We believe" with their lips but whose hearts have no faith; or it be among the Jews,- men who will 
listen to any lie,- will listen even to others who have never so much as come to thee. They change the words 
from their (right) times and places: they say, "If ye are given this, take it, but if not, beware!" If any one's trial is 
intended by Allah, thou hast no authority in the least for him against Allah. For such - it is not Allah’s will to 
purify their hearts. For them there is disgrace in this world, and in the Hereafter a heavy punishment.  

42. (They are fond of) listening to falsehood, of devouring anything forbidden. If they do come to thee, either 
judge between them, or decline to interfere. If thou decline, they cannot hurt thee in the least. If thou judge, 
judge in equity between them. For Allah loveth those who judge in equity.  

43. But why do they come to thee for decision, when they have (their own) law before them? therein is the 
(plain) command of Allah. yet even after that, they would turn away. For they are not (really) People of Faith.  

44. It was We who revealed the law (to Moses): therein was guidance and light. By its standard have been 
judged the Jews, by the prophets who bowed (as in Islam) to Allah’s will, by the rabbis and the doctors of law: 
for to them was entrusted the protection of Allah’s book, and they were witnesses thereto: therefore fear not 
men, but fear me, and sell not my signs for a miserable price. If any do fail to judge by (the light of) what Allah 
hath revealed, they are (no better than) Unbelievers.  

45. We ordained therein for them: "Life for life, eye for eye, nose or nose, ear for ear, tooth for tooth, and 
wounds equal for equal." But if any one remits the retaliation by way of charity, it is an act of atonement for 
himself. And if any fail to judge by (the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (No better than) wrong-
doers.  

46. And in their footsteps We sent Jesus the son of Mary, confirming the Law that had come before him: We 
sent him the Gospel: therein was guidance and light, and confirmation of the Law that had come before him: a 
guidance and an admonition to those who fear Allah.  

47. Let the people of the Gospel judge by what Allah hath revealed therein. If any do fail to judge by (the light 
of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no better than) those who rebel.  

48. To thee We sent the Scripture in truth, confirming the scripture that came before it, and guarding it in 
safety: so judge between them by what Allah hath revealed, and follow not their vain desires, diverging from 
the Truth that hath come to thee. To each among you have we prescribed a law and an open way. If Allah had 
so willed, He would have made you a single people, but (His plan is) to test you in what He hath given you: so 
strive as in a race in all virtues. The goal of you all is to Allah. it is He that will show you the truth of the 
matters in which ye dispute;  

49. And this (He commands): Judge thou between them by what Allah hath revealed, and follow not their vain 
desires, but beware of them lest they beguile thee from any of that (teaching) which Allah hath sent down to 
thee. And if they turn away, be assured that for some of their crime it is Allah’s purpose to punish them. And 
truly most men are rebellious.  

50. Do they then seek after a judgment of (the days of) ignorance? But who, for a people whose faith is 
assured, can give better judgment than Allah.  
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51. O ye who believe! take not the Jews and the Christians for your friends and protectors: They are but 
friends and protectors to each other. And he amongst you that turns to them (for friendship) is of them. Verily 
Allah guideth not a people unjust.  

52. Those in whose hearts is a disease - thou seest how eagerly they run about amongst them, saying: "We 
do fear lest a change of fortune bring us disaster." Ah! perhaps Allah will give (thee) victory, or a decision 
according to His will. Then will they repent of the thoughts which they secretly harboured in their hearts.  

53. And those who believe will say: "Are these the men who swore their strongest oaths by Allah, that they 
were with you?" All that they do will be in vain, and they will fall into (nothing but) ruin.  

54. O ye who believe! if any from among you turn back from his Faith, soon will Allah produce a people whom 
He will love as they will love Him,- lowly with the believers, mighty against the rejecters, fighting in the way of 
Allah, and never afraid of the reproaches of such as find fault. That is the grace of Allah, which He will bestow 
on whom He pleaseth. And Allah encompasseth all, and He knoweth all things.  

55. Your (real) friends are (no less than) Allah, His Messenger, and the (fellowship of) believers,- those who 
establish regular prayers and regular charity, and they bow down humbly (in worship).  

56. As to those who turn (for friendship) to Allah, His Messenger, and the (fellowship of) believers,- it is the 
fellowship of Allah that must certainly triumph.  

57. O ye who believe! take not for friends and protectors those who take your religion for a mockery or sport,- 
whether among those who received the Scripture before you, or among those who reject Faith; but fear ye 
Allah, if ye have faith (indeed).  

58. When ye proclaim your call to prayer they take it (but) as mockery and sport; that is because they are a 
people without understanding.  

59. Say: "O people of the Book! Do ye disapprove of us for no other reason than that we believe in Allah, and 
the revelation that hath come to us and that which came before (us), and (perhaps) that most of you are 
rebellious and disobedient?"  

60. Say: "Shall I point out to you something much worse than this, (as judged) by the treatment it received 
from Allah. those who incurred the curse of Allah and His wrath, those of whom some He transformed into 
apes and swine, those who worshipped evil;- these are (many times) worse in rank, and far more astray from 
the even path!"  

61. When they come to thee, they say: "We believe": but in fact they enter with a mind against Faith, and they 
go out with the same but Allah knoweth fully all that they hide.  

62. Many of them dost thou see, racing each other in sin and rancour, and their eating of things forbidden. Evil 
indeed are the things that they do.  

63. Why do not the rabbis and the doctors of Law forbid them from their (habit of) uttering sinful words and 
eating things forbidden? Evil indeed are their works.  

64. The Jews say: "(Allah)'s hand is tied up." Be their hands tied up and be they accursed for the (blasphemy) 
they utter. Nay, both His hands are widely outstretched: He giveth and spendeth (of His bounty) as He 
pleaseth. But the revelation that cometh to thee from Allah increaseth in most of them their obstinate rebellion 
and blasphemy. Amongst them we have placed enmity and hatred till the Day of Judgment. Every time they 
kindle the fire of war, Allah doth extinguish it; but they (ever) strive to do mischief on earth. And Allah loveth 
not those who do mischief.  



 
MuslimsSeekingJesus.com 

 
 

 3

65. If only the People of the Book had believed and been righteous, We should indeed have blotted out their 
iniquities and admitted them to gardens of bliss.  

66. If only they had stood fast by the Law, the Gospel, and all the revelation that was sent to them from their 
Lord, they would have enjoyed happiness from every side. There is from among them a party on the right 
course: but many of them follow a course that is evil.  

67. O Messenger. proclaim the (message) which hath been sent to thee from thy Lord. If thou didst not, thou 
wouldst not have fulfilled and proclaimed His mission. And Allah will defend thee from men (who mean 
mischief). For Allah guideth not those who reject Faith.  

68. Say: "O People of the Book! ye have no ground to stand upon unless ye stand fast by the Law, the 
Gospel, and all the revelation that has come to you from your Lord." It is the revelation that cometh to thee 
from thy Lord, that increaseth in most of them their obstinate rebellion and blasphemy. But sorrow thou not 
over (these) people without Faith.  

69. Those who believe (in the Qur'an), those who follow the Jewish (scriptures), and the Sabians and the 
Christians,- any who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and work righteousness,- on them shall be no fear, nor 
shall they grieve.  

70. We took the covenant of the Children of Israel and sent them apostles, every time, there came to them an 
apostle with what they themselves desired not - some (of these) they called impostors, and some they (go so 
far as to) slay.  

71. They thought there would be no trial (or punishment); so they became blind and deaf; yet Allah (in mercy) 
turned to them; yet again many of them became blind and deaf. But Allah sees well all that they do.  

72. They do blaspheme who say: "(Allah) is Christ the son of Mary." But said Christ: "O Children of Israel! 
worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord." Whoever joins other gods with Allah,- Allah will forbid him the garden, 
and the Fire will be his abode. There will for the wrong-doers be no one to help.  

73. They do blaspheme who say: Allah is one of three in a Trinity: for there is no god except One Allah. If they 
desist not from their word (of blasphemy), verily a grievous penalty will befall the blasphemers among them.  

74. Why turn they not to Allah, and seek His forgiveness? For Allah is Oft- forgiving, Most Merciful.  

75. Christ the son of Mary was no more than an apostle; many were the apostles that passed away before 
him. His mother was a woman of truth. They had both to eat their (daily) food. See how Allah doth make His 
signs clear to them; yet see in what ways they are deluded away from the truth!  

(Surah 5:41-75, The Table, The Table Spread) 

 

 


